


Cathedral International is the historic Second Baptist Church (founded in 1904). A Christ-

centered community, we embrace historic Christian Liturgy and Pentecostal fervor. We hold in 

tension a call to spirit-filled living and social renewal. Our five-fold mission is to Evangelize, 

Educate, Emancipate, Empower and Expand in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ through 

Loving, Lifting and Liberating humanity.

Cathedral International Asbury Park, NJ, Cathedral International Plainfield, NJ and Iglesia

Catedral are extensions of the Cathedral International. We are One Church in Three Locations 

experiencing the Wonder, Worship and Witness of Jesus Christ.

We are a member of the American Baptist Churches, USA. Our Bishop, is the Presiding Prelate 

Emeritus and founder of the Covenant Ecumenical Fellowship and Cathedral Assemblies 

(CEFCA), now known as Covenant Fellowship Alliance (CFA).  A fellowship of Churches, 

Ministers, Bishops And Pastors.

We are a Christian Church. Baptist by denomination, Pentecostal by experience, Holiness by 

choice!

Over 40 ministries are at work ministering to the unique needs of the Perth Amboy, Asbury Park 

and Plainfield communities as well as to members of the Church who travel from a numerous 

states and who stream via internet all over the world.
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Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ

be multiplied to you!

Let me remind each of you that you are indeed the Beloved of God. 

In writing to the Church at Philippi, the Apostle Paul gives thanks to 

God and gives them thanks for remaining a vital part of his missionary

journey. “I thank my God, upon every remembrance of you, always in every

prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, for your fellowship in the Gospel, from the first day until now.” 

(Philippians 1:3-5). These are my sentiments exactly. Indeed, I thank my God, making mention of you with 

regularity in my prayers..

This report is my first report in the last two years. Since 2019, the three-fold pandemic has gripped the world. Over 

one million persons have died because of COVID-19 and its variants. Unfortunately, we lost many members 

during this pandemic. We miss them tremendously and continue to pray for their families.  In addition, we have 

witnessed the vicious murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery, to name a few. Masses of 

people have not had food. Even now, as I pen this report, gas prices are somewhere in the neighborhood of $5.00 

per gallon. We have also witnessed the tragic murders in Buffalo, New York, where ten people were killed in a 

grocery store. In Uvalde, Texas, nineteen children and two adults were murdered at Robb Elementary School. To 

say these are perilous times is an understatement. Yet, the Bible says, “Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands 

firm…”  (2 Timothy 2:19 NIV). In the midst of it all, the Church has sought to be a catalyst for healing, courage, 

and faith in the face of fear.

Being mindful that our buildings were closed for many months due to COVID, the following pages provide brief 

reports and pictures of our journey since the last Annual Report. Although it is being issued later in the year than 

usual; it was still important to me to provide accountability and a record of God’s amazing love and provision! By 

God’s grace and your faithful and consistent prayerful support, we have been able to keep our doors open and 

maintain a relevant ministry—the amazing Cathedral International! Thank you for standing with me over the last 

three years. 

We are grateful for each property; The Cathedral, Family Life Enrichment Center, Technology Center, Cathedral 

Cafe/Perth Amboy Police Sub-Station, Mattian’s Garden, The Mercy House, Donald Hilliard, Jr. Community 

Affairs Complex, Cathedral International Asbury Park, Cathedral Cornerstone Complex Asbury Park, and our 

Cranbury Property. By the grace of God, we have been able to upgrade our media technology. I was able to teach 

virtually and go live on social media every week, and the saints continue to persevere. People continue to accept 

Jesus as Savior and Lord and unite with His Church. To God be the glory! In spite of it all, we are still here! Did 

you read what I just said? In spite of it all, we are still here! 
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We sought to maintain a presence in your lives during one of the darkest times in our nation’s history. Our staff 

and leadership are to be commended for the fantastic job of following up and connecting with our people. We 

have tried to connect with every single person. If you have not been contacted, please stop now and visit our 

website (cathedralinternational.org), or call Member Services at 732-826-5293 to share or update your contact 

information. We hope that you have felt the embrace of this ministry over the last three years. You matter to us!  

If you have any questions about anything, please feel free to reach out to the Church. 

I am grateful for the second wind in my life and my ministry, and I am thankful for my wife, Pastor Phyllis, who 

stands directly by my side in carrying out the responsibilities of this ministry. Special thanks to the Cathedral 

International staff and leadership who support and carry out the vision. Let us continue going forward, and in the 

words of the old song, “Let’s run on to see what the end will be.” May the Lord be glorified always!

With Love and Appreciation,

Bishop Donald Hilliard, Jr., Senior Pastor
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Throughout the pandemic shutdown, Bishop Hilliard and I were deliberate in 

engaging with a global audience via Facebook Live for over 300 days.  Live 

preaching, singing and worship from Cathedral; recorded on weekdays and 

broadcasted on Sundays.

• Began teaching Bible Study to our Seniors Ministry every Thursday morning

• Launched a monthly “GIRL TALK” session via Facebook Live and Zoom  

Women tuned in from all across the country

• Cathedral International Jazz Brunch hosted by the Asbury Park Church for its 

7th year at the Doubletree Hotel in Tinton Falls.  These gatherings are well-

attended and have been financially positive

• Assisted in Sunday morning preaching when appointed by Bishop Hilliard

• Taught a 7-week Bible Study on “Healing”

Goals

• Restore Women’s Ministry

o Develop an “ER” (Emergency Response) Team to 

assist elderly, convalescing, homebound members

o Install separate portable phone lines for people to 

contact the ER Team

• GIRL TALK 

o To expand and reach a wider and an international 

audience, host a book club and establish a portal to 

receive offerings to be used for pertinent ministry 

materials and honoraria for guest speakers

With Love,

Pastor Phyllis Hilliard, MA



• Kwanzaa Zoom Celebration

• As a Church body, we returned to First Friday prayer on campus

• Maintained a socially distant Food Pantry Box where members of the community could give and take as 

needed

• Engaged in Church beautification for several seasonal and holiday events

• Hosted a Harvest Day Trunk or Treat and was assisted by the community at the Church 

• Sunday School leaders participated with the Asbury Park community’s Trunk or Treat serving over 600 

children

• Sunday school students decorated cards for the sick and shut in at the Church.

• Sunday School leaders led a Card Signing and Ornament Give-A-Way for the nursing home serving 105 

residents

• Christmas collection for local women’s shelter (16 women and 9 children)

• Christmas Toy Give-A-Way in partnership with Toys for Tots.  We also shared gifts with students at Bradley 

Elementary in Asbury Park, NJ

• Palm Sunday Drive Through

• Leadership led a telethon reaching out to all members of the Church community

• Ocean Baptism and Community cookout in partnership with the Monmouth County Health Department to 

provid COVID-19 vaccinations to the community

• Deacons led several “Touchbase to See Your Face” small group Zoom check-in cycle with the membership

• Asbury Park Praise Team led Jam Session

We look forward to continued faithful service in 2022.

Asbury Park Campus Pastors

Pastor Phyllis Hilliard, Pastor Deniece Reid, Pastor Abraham Alston, Jr., Pastor Amir Ballard, Sr.
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• Plainfield Corporate early morning Prayer Calls are held twice weekly Mondays and Thursdays  

• Church Mothers have monthly Intercessory Prayer 

• Music Ministry is thriving with a new organist and ministering during weekly service

• Back to School Give-Away was successful with school supplies distributed to Plainfield school children 

• Treats were distributed to all children for the Harvest Trunk or Treat Festivities

• Communion was distributed to members during Drive Through Ministry Events

• Outside Worship Service held with over one hundred persons in attendance

• Leaders were faithful with calls and ministered to the needs of the congregation regularly

• 20th Year Ministry Celebration highlighting the faithfulness of God

• Joint Ministry Outreach with New Generation Worship Center in Plainfield

In His Service,

Plainfield Campus Pastors

Pastor Kevin Smallwood and Pastor Vivian T. McClain 



9

Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for our sins according to the will of our
God and Father; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The COVID-19 pandemic proved to be a challenge during the last two years, but the Spanish Church has 
remained strong in its membership and fellowship thanks to its leadership and volunteer workers.

It was through the creative and dedicated team of Esteban “Coco” Santana, IV and his wife, Amy Lynn Muñiz
Santana that the Spanish Church was able to produce live worship services via YouTube live. These worship 
services took place first at the FLEC and then at Heritage Hall.  I want to thank Deacon Andrew Largie for his 
assistance in ensuring that Esteban IV and Amy had the proper Ethernet and or WIFI connections to transmit the 
live worship services. Sis Lauren Hernandez for her assistance in providing an alternative place of worship while 
the heating system at the FLEC was being repaired. I also want to thank brother Rob and Brother Ed, from 
Security, for their kind and careful attention to the Spanish Church members and for disinfecting the space before 
and after our activities. I also want to thank the Spanish Church worship team and musicians of Esteban “Coco” 
Santana, Minister, Ivette Garcia Santana, Elizabeth Betances, Eliezer Santiago, Jr., and Marisol Santana for their 
flexibility in working together to make the You Tube live worship experience more authentic.

Also, through the dedication and commitment of Spanish Church leaders like my wife, Marisol Santana, Deacon 
Miriam Velazques and Dominick Santana (Usher) along with me, were able to stay in touch with all of the 
membership, ensuring that any and all needs were taken care of. Each member received a call from a Spanish 
Church leader at least every two weeks.

During the pandemic in 2020 and 2021, the Spanish Church made the 
following adjustments and or maintained the following ministry programs:

• Every Thursday at 7pm, the Spanish Church led by Deacon 
Miriam Velazques hosted a Corporate Prayer via zoom. 

• Leadership Development meeting every first Friday of the month.
• Creating teams in the Church to support
• Women’s ministry led by Deacon Miriam Velazques, met twice a 

month via Zoom
• Effective November 14, 2021, the Spanish worship services were 

changed to match all of Cathedral’s 10:30am worship service 
times.
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Lastly, there were two notable events during the last part of 2021.
Marisol Santana led a group of women along with the pastor and two 
young people prepared an distributed Thanksgiving meals at the  
Laundromat on Madison Avenue.  We created a nice pamphlet that 
accompanied the dinner with a Christian message and an invite to 
our Spanish services. It was well received.

Marisol Santana, the Spanish Church held its Annual Christmas 
Program on December 19, 2021. Marisol wrote three different skits 
under the title: “Come, Let Us Worship.” The program was set up 
with different Christmas worship songs sung by different members 
of the Worship Team in between scenes of each skit. The program 
closed out with a reflection by Pastor Santana.

Blessings,
The Rev. Esteban Santana III, M.Div.
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Greetings in the name of our Risen Savior, Jesus Christ! It is my distinct honor and 

privilege to serve as Chief Operating Officer of Cathedral International. The broad range 

of responsibilities in this role allows me the opportunity to serve the people of God and 

support the Senior Pastor, Bishop Hilliard in the accomplishment of the Church’s mission. 

I also serve in tandem with our dedicated and phenomenal Board of Elders in developing 

and maintaining a ministry infrastructure that will support the spiritual health and long-

term growth of the Church.

Our amazing Pastoral and Leadership Teams, Cathedral Staff and Ministry Volunteers are 

among some of the hardest working, dedicated, sacrificing, resourceful, loving, and 

creative, God-fearing people known. For all that you do behind the scenes to serve, care 

for, and give hope and encouragement; we thank you and give God praise for you. You are 

extraordinary gifts from God!

When I consider 2021, all I can say is THANK YOU JESUS! I am beyond grateful and celebrate all that God has 

done and continues to do in, through, and amongst God’s people. Although our buildings were closed for the 

majority of 2021 due to the pandemic, the ministry of Cathedral International remained strong.

: Through our streaming platforms, the Message of the Gospel was taught every Sunday and was 

made available locally, nationally, and to the world! Our Weekly Bible Study, and Adult Sunday School Classes 

continued online.

: Early Morning Prayer Calls were held each weekday. And, the Bishop’s prayer line remained available 

to all.

: Although we had to modify for safety: Baby Dedications, Ocean and Indoor Baptism, 

Weddings, and Funeral Services were held. Great efforts were made to try to stay in touch with our Cathedral 

family and friends through phone calls from our Bishop and First Lady, Leadership, and our Staff. Even while 

working remotely, we sent emails, text messages, and various mailers (letters, postcards, and gifts were even 

made available to encourage the family).

Understanding that flexibility is extremely important during these unpredictable times - when we could not gather 

indoors, we shifted to Outdoor Worship Experiences and Drive-Through opportunities. Efforts included Drive-

Throughs to distribute ashes for Ash Wednesday, palms for Palm Sunday, and fellowship for Easter 2021. Our 

outdoor experiences at the beautiful Perth Amboy Waterfront, included a celebration for Bishop Hilliard’s 

birthday, a Back to School Giveaway, and a Bike Blessing. We also sponsored a Thanksgiving Giveaway. 



The pandemic did not deter us from investing in bright minds and dreams. We were able to issue our Cathedral 

Educare Scholarships as we have done for many years. Our College Care Team was established. Care packages, 

notes, phone calls, and text messages were sent with love and prayers to encourage our College Students during 

final exams.

:  Understanding the importance of community engagement, we endeavor to 

cultivate relationships and create partnerships. For our Christmas and Community Outreach, we hosted a Petting 

Zoo, provided free refreshments, and Toy Give-A-Ways for our children and those in the community. In Perth 

Amboy, we sent mailers, made personal deliveries, and partnered with the Mayor’s office and other community 

service partners to use their platforms to share some of the ways that Cathedral International was available to 

support the community.

19: In partnership with the state of NJ and Monmouth County, we hosted 

a Community Pop-up Vaccination Site at Cathedral International Asbury Park. Free transportation to our campus 

was provided and many were vaccinated. Free food, backpacks, school supplies and other free giveaways were also 

shared with the community. Cathedral also provided hot meals and support to First Responders working in nursing 

homes and as Emergency Medical Technicians, Police Officers, Fire Fighters and 911 Dispatch teams. 

As our Sanctuaries opened back up in mid-September, our facilities had been sanitized and prepared. And, a few 

upgrades were made. Our Re-Entry Team ensured that safety protocols were in place to welcome our members and 

friends back into safe, clean, and beautiful spaces in all locations. 

: Committed to Missions and Outreach, we provided support for individuals, families, community 

service partners, American Baptist Churches Missions, Lott Carey Foreign Missions; American Red Cross; Our 

Local First Responders, Various Disaster Relief Efforts, the NAACP, National Action Network, YMCA, St. Jude’s 

Children’s Hospital - just to name a few. 

The exterior façade repairs were completed and major roofing and drain replacement progressed on The Cathedral. 

General ongoing maintenance for Cathedral properties and grounds continues. We forged 

forward with our Sanctuary Technology Upgrade project for presenting the Gospel in 

excellence, locally and throughout the world. Praise the Lord! 

Our ability to share the Gospel and meet the needs of God’s people is made possible by 

the grace of God, through prayer, and your consistent and generous giving. We are so 

appreciative of your partnership. THANK YOU for your contributions to this great

ministry and to Kingdom work. For all of this, God deserves all the glory!

Know that we are praying for you. You are loved and you are not alone. 

We are better together and the best is yet to come!! 
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The year 2021 was full of the Lord’s faithfulness and miraculous provision that sustained 

us. Your consistent giving of Tithes and Offerings have allowed us to operate the ministry

through many challenging days. We continued to maintain three locations, host worship

services, provide benevolent and mission assistance, maintain several properties, and 

various ministry related activities. We are committed to being good stewards of 

the funds received by managing effectively and efficiently. 

Our total revenue for 2021 was $4 million, of which 84% was Tithes and Offerings.

In addition to maintaining operations, we were able to do major repairs to several 

buildings and improve our audio and visual equipment. We look to increase the

quality of broadcasting worship services virtually and at our various locations 

throughout the state of New Jersey.

Total expenses for 2021 were $3.8 million.  Approximately, 74% of our contributions/revenue was used 

for ministry related work to sustain and advance the Kingdom of God. 

Our accounting department was hard at work adjusting to the additional on-line giving platforms and 

changes to operating procedures to accommodate our virtual operations. Using current technology to 

process income and disbursements will continue to be a high priority to reduce costs and increase 

operating efficiency. 

The Year 2022:

Although the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the world and our ministry, it is with great expectations 

that we position for 2022.  Let us embrace all that is before us in faith, with prayerful hearts and with open 

minds. 

What a great honor to serve in this great ministry.

In His Service,

Abraham Alston, Jr.

Treasurer



Greetings to all in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Since joining the Cathedral International Staff in August 2021, I’ve 

had the pleasure of working with an incredible group of people who

through the strength and direction of the Holy Spirt continue to make

Cathedral International truly the “Unforgettable Experience.”

Some Highlights

• Our incredible Production Team and Music ministry provided weekly 

support for virtual Bible Study and Sunday Service recordings

• The Cathedral Staff organized and executed Outdoor Worship services on 7/4 (Perth Amboy 

Waterfront), 7/25 (Ocean Baptism – Asbury Park), and 9/5 (Perth Amboy Waterfront)

• In preparation for returning to in-person Worship in September, the Cathedral staff staged a 

number of soft openings at all of our locations.  This included, installing signage to our COVID-19 

protocols, detailing socially distanced seating, re-starting media components, and planning Order 

of Services

• COVID-19 protocols were established and implemented to provide a safe worship environment for 

our members and friends

• In the Fall, weekly Staff Meetings resumed

• An assessment of our current staffing was developed and areas where gaps exist were identified. 

Our plan is to fill these gaps as appropriate in 2022

• The staff purchased and organized the distribution of weekly gifts to our members

• As special events were planned and seasons changed, the staff decorated and beautified our 

sanctuaries

• When COVID-19 cases rose and we found it necessary to shut down our facilities for a second 

time, our staff quickly pivoted to provide high quality and spirit-filled virtual services to edify our 

people, keep our membership engaged, and glorify God

2021 was a challenging year for the Cathedral International Staff, but by the direction given by the Holy

Ghost, the protection provided by the Blood of Jesus, and power of God the Father, we were able to

persevere through every obstacle. We thank God for His anointing, Bishop Hilliard for his leadership, and

our staff for their constant work and sacrifice. We are confident that in 2022 we will accomplish great

things as we work Ever, Better, Together.

In Jesus’ Name,

Deacon George Turk
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Our focus was to strengthen our roles as Deacons at each location to better serve the membership.

We were successful in electing officers to serve, Deacon Anthony Culpepper, President, Deacon Valerie 

Trawick, Secretary, Diane Crawford Treasurer.  Deacons at the Asbury, Plainfield, and Spanish Church helped 

to keep us up to date with members, activities, and events at each location. 

We updated our Diaconate Directory and “Who's Your Covering Leaders” list.

We continued to hold our monthly prayer and business meeting every third Saturday remotely.  Included in 

the meeting were prayers, homilies, and regular COVID-19 updates by Deacon David Henry.  

The Diaconate also served and participated with the Church's outdoor events in the Asbury Park, Perth 

Amboy, and Plainfield.

We maintained contact with the sick and shut-in as well as serving faithfully at homegoing services;  uplifting 

those who have lost loved ones with phone calls, visits and financial support.

We served at the following  

• Ocean Baptism & Community Cookout

• Palm and Easter Sunday Drives

• Christmas collection for a Women’s Shelter

• Community Trunk or Treat Harvest Feast

• Saints and Leaders Telethon

Future Plans:

• Expand the Diaconate coverage of the E-Church platform

• Help the Deacons focus on their gifts and operate in those areas to work and contribute to help 

build the Church. 

• Contacting Potential Leaders/Deacons is in progress

Covering Leaders, 

Elder Randall Benjamin and Mother/Minister Sharon Benjamin

Deacon Anthony Culpepper, President

Deacon Rachele Parrish Robinson, Vice President

Deacon Valerie Trawick, Secretary

Deacon Diane Crawford, Treasurer



The Mother’s Board comes together for weekly prayer meetings on Monday morning via phone at 8:00 am.  

Due to COVID-19, we did not have in-person meetings in 2021.  During our prayer time, we covered Bishop 

Donald Hilliard, Jr., Pastor Phyllis Hilliard, Cathedral membership, sick, afflicted and those in mourning.  We 

also prayed for those who were in need of financial help and special needs.  We also prayed for souls to be 

saved and that God would add to His Church daily.

Mothers Board

Mother Alma Barlow * 

Mother Ida Barlow (Minister) *

Mother Sharon Benjamin (Minister)

Mother Barbara Brown

Mother Patricia Chapman

Mother Shirley Davis

Mother Margaret Duren †

Mother Mary Gordon

Mother Wilhelmina Gumbs *

Mother Janice Hunter *

Mother Iona Jenkins (Reverend)

Mother Ceretta Jiles *

Mother Geraldine Burton Johnson

Mother Bernice Jones

Mother Joyce Leach

Mother Susie McKnight

Mother Millie Mitchell *

Mother Barbara Rodgers

Mother Qussie Perry *

Mother Pinkie Rodgers (Minister) *

Mother Natalie Smith

Mother Marion Thomas

Mother Brenda Woods

19

† Deceased
* Relocated
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As the Ministerium of the Cathedral International, we are actively engaged in the life of the Church.  We 

prayerfully interact with members and non-members and share the Word of the Lord to all who are open to 

receive it. In addition to preaching and teaching the Gospel, one of our ministers leads our evangelism team 

which serves our communities in Perth Amboy, Asbury Park, and Plainfield. Evangelism was a integral part of 

the Cathedral experience this past year, especially since we held several outdoor worship services and 

provided multiple outdoor events.  

Touching the lives of our members is one of our primary goals. We reach out to our members at various times

during the month; we teach Sunday school as well as new member classes. When loved ones are sick, we are

there and when they suffer loss, we minister comfort and peace.

This year has brought additional challenges with being out of the physical building to worship together, but

we met the challenge by worshipping together virtually; participating/leading in Bible studies virtually; and

connecting and engaging with members and friends virtually. Through it all God has been glorified and the

people have been edified. We look forward to another amazing year. We have “Great Expectations - ever

better together!”

Minister Darrin J. Brown, President, Ministry Head

Minister Sebrena Melette-Boone, Vice President

Minister Tina Adams, Treasurer



The Facilities Department is committed to providing a clean,

healthy, and safe environment for all eight of our properties,

for all who visit our campuses, enter our buildings and for the

communities in which we serve. Our Team supports every service, ministry event and activity held on and

off campus. We were faced with another challenging year. The doors of the Church were temporarily closed,

however, the day to day business and ministry of Cathedral International remained opened. The Facilities

Team was key to keeping the buildings open, grounds maintained, facility equipment running, routine

inspections and other city mandates complied and up to date, tenants pleased, transportation fleet operable,

seasonal decorations and liturgical paraments and accessories, new safety and security measures

implemented and our hearts, minds and souls lifted. The Facilities Department orders and distributes all

facilities supplies including Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). A disinfecting – fogging regiment was

put in place all buildings, as well as, non-touch infrared thermometers, automatic hand sanitizing units and

health protocol signage throughout the buildings.

We value our relationships with our cleaning, plumbing, electric, flooring, painting, general contracting,

security and fire systems, heating, ventilation, and air conditioning vendors remained in place and were

thoroughly utilized for new installations, maintenance and repairs in 2021. Our Perth Amboy Church

building was heavily impacted by hurricanes Henri and Ida. Renovation work began in the sanctuary, two

hallways and roof of the Cathedral. We were blessed to remain open during renovations and we look forward

to the completion of all work by the end of the third quarter 2022. Other exciting renovations for 2022

include new windows and new landscaping for both the Church and Complex in Asbury Park, and a new

roof, gutters and doors for the Complex. The remaining preparation projects for re-opening of the Cathedral

Counseling Center should be completed before June of this year. We also plan to paint the Complex in Perth

Amboy and re-pave the parking lot. In our Plainfield location we will help with beautifying the sanctuary

and adding facilities support on a weekly basis. Our transportation fleet is ‘seasoned’ and a new Church van

is needed. Our department is dedicated to helping to raise funds for this endeavor.

The Facilities Team is grateful to be a part of this great ministry. We are dedicated to the supporting and

collaborating with the vision of the House as set forth by our Bishop. We remain customer focused and

committed to providing an atmosphere that facilitates the ultimate experience of excellence in ministry and

worship!

Facilities Team

Lauren Chambliss Hernandez Sgt. Quinton Fields Erwin Babb

Minister Donald Dixon Edward Flounoy Clarence Garland, Jr.

Milly Garland Gwendolyn Hareleston John McKinney

Janet Reynolds* Pastor Joshua Smith Robert Williams

*Interior Decorating & Design
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THE UNFORGETTABLE OUTDOOR & OUTREACH WORSHIP EXPERIENCE:

During the pandemic, God provided answers to our prayers to worship and fellowship together.

There is nothing like using God’s creation to worship Him!  Outside worship became a re-awakening and re-

imaging opportunity to notice and be thankful for the beauty that is around us – birds, trees, plants, sunshine, 

cool breezes, bodies of water, green grass and brief refreshing rain! 

• Ash Wednesday Drive-Thru & Pick-Up Ashes & Communion

• Palm & Communion Drive-Thru & Pick-Up 

• No Greater Love Resurrection Sunday Drive-Thru 

• Pentecost Sunday

• Bishop Hilliard’s 64th Birthday Celebration

• Baccalaureate Service

• Iglesia Catedral Internacional (Domingo Adoracion)

• Ocean Baptism & Community Day – Asbury Park

• Senior Ministry Fellowship

• Back to School Blessing & Give-Away

• Hallelujah Drive-Thru

• A Cathedral Christmas Outdoor Nativity & Community Outreach Walk-Thru

Cathedral International Re-Entry Team was a new and welcomed addition to our frontline volunteer ministry 
at all Cathedral locations.

This team volunteered their services to make members and guests feel welcome from the time they arrive on 
our campuses until they return for their next Unforgettable Worship Experience at one of our four Cathedral 
International locations.

From assisting with online and in-person Church registration and sign-in, to safely following CDC guidelines 
and overseeing all entry protocol, our team served by providing support for all Church services, funerals, 
weddings, baby dedications, and special events. 

Words cannot describe how truly grateful we are to have such amazing team 
of individuals in our Ministry, especially during these unprecedented times.  
We thank you for your commitment, service and dedication! 



I am pleased to present this Annual Report out of the Office of 

Information Technology.

We continue to make remarkable progress in the delivery of 

technology services that are fully aligned with the needs of the

organization.  

During 2021, we made important progress in advancing and completing major initiatives of connecting

membership and staff, both remotely and virtually.

We used technology to communicate with our members as well as develop ways that staff could work more

efficiently. Microsoft Cloud services were implemented, moving most of our business technology to the

cloud which gave us the ability to access data and applications when not onsite. We look forward to

refining all other technology platforms and further enhance the network infrastructure.

During the year of 2021 Information Technology:

• Scheduled and sent Weekly text communication to Cathedral International’s text community.

• Migrated users to Microsoft apps such as OneDrive and SharePoint 

• Implemented a virtual receptionist phone.

• Participated in the E-dump cleanup, where we responsibly recycled end of life computer 

equipment.

• Worked on various projects while supporting staff and ministries with the completion of 740 

service requests.

• Setup staff to have the ability to work remotely

• Setup, configured, and maintained Brushfire the online reservation system. This during the 

Church re-entry was used to make reservations and the signing of the COVID-19 Waiver Form.

• Supported and managed weekly Zoom meetings for the organization

• Simulcasted Sunday services mainly at the Asbury Park location

• Established QR codes for the website, the giving app, and acquiring new and existing member 

information

• Managed a variety of technology upgrades and updates

In His Service,

Deacon Andrew Largie
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In 2021, the majority of the staff continued to work from home.

By September, a small number of employees were requested to

begin working on campus. To ensuring a safe work environment,

strict safety COVID-19 guidelines were enforced.

In October of 2021, we began preparing for our paperless goal for 2022. We are partnering with ExcelForce

and ADP TotalSource to expand our HR virtual platforms.

Having Faith and Praying for a Healthy 2022!! 

Jeanann R. Cortez, Generalist 

24

April Allen, Pastor Abraham Alston, Jr., Nerva Altino, Erwin Babb, Deacon Shirley Brooks,

Lauren Chambliss Hernandez, Pastor Jussttinn Coleman, Jeanann Cortez, Annette Coward,

Deacon Patricia Crews-Hyman, Arlinda Del Rosario, Minister Valerie Dupree, 

Sgt. Quinton Fields, Edward Flounoy, Milly Garland,  Clarence Garland Jr., 

Rev. Catherine Griggs, Rev. Phyllis Hilliard, Deacon Andrew Largie, Elder Leon Largie, 

Rev. Dr. Michael Leach, Rev. Brian Major, John McKinney, Donald Parker, Robin Payne, 

Rev. Dr. Deniece Reid, Nathaniel Russell, Rev. Esteban Santana III, 

Deacon LisaMarie Richardson Sherin, Deacon George Turk, Lloyd Vaughan, Robert Williams



Member Services Served Remotely as the “Hub” of Cathedral International throughout the Pandemic

• Responded to phone calls, emails, prayer requests, and to those contacting us via the website 

• Provided ongoing information to leadership and members regarding Cathedral’s operation during COVID 

and the new COVID procedures on funerals, weddings, and baby dedications

• Answered questions and responded to numerous inquiries regarding Cathedral’s reopening

• On-call as Cathedral’s 24-hour emergency hotline 

Maintained a Constant Connection with Members During the Pandemic

• Made weekly “checking on you” phone calls to the membership

• Created a “How Are You Doing” postcard that was mailed to members without a current phone number

• Provided bereavement support to those who experienced the loss of loved ones 

• Ensured that staff and leadership received current COVID-19 procedures and updates 

• Encouraged all members and callers to log onto the Cathedral website frequently to receive information 

regarding streaming services, online classes, events, meetings, etc.

• Participated on Cathedral’s S COVID-19 Re-Entry Team

• On-Site for Mailings, Special Projects, Worship Services

• Provided Support and Participated in Outdoor Worship Services and Events

• Create and Oversee the Installation of Campus Signage

• Coordinated Several Off-Site and On-Site Funerals

• Coordinated eighteen On-Site Baby Dedications

• Coordinated eight On-Site and Off -Site Weddings 

• Coordinated nineteen Ocean and On-Site Baptisms

• Although Member Services was prepared to distribute

candles to everyone at our Annual Christmas Eve 

Candle Light Service, unfortunately, due to the

increase in COVID cases, our service was canceled.

In His Service,

Deacon Shirley Brooks

Deacon LisaMarie Richardson Sherin
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As 2021 draws to a close I reflect on what God has done in 

our midst and it is marvelous.

Our music team has faithfully ministered in extraordinary circumstances, and their commitment to ministry

and passion for worship is an inspiration to me and a blessing to our congregation.

For most of the year rehearsals and services were virtual. Music for Sunday services, bible study, Cathedral

choir and youth choir presentations were creatively produced and recorded in partnership with Cathedral

Productions.

For the September reopening we auditioned musicians and singers to build, grow and evolve our musical

presentation. The Asbury Park and Plainfield music ministries were re-staffed with music directors Jonathan

Bradley and Michael Benbow, and they hit the ground running. I am grateful to God for what He has

established in each location.

In the fall we ministered for a Night of Worship, the Pastoral Anniversary, and the ebullient Christmas

production: “The Sound of The Season”.

I am humbled and gratified to serve with an anointed and unified leadership team. Thanks for a wonderful

year to Donald Parker, Nathaniel Russell, Elder Doretha Sims, Pastor Michael Wilkerson Leach, Pastor Abe

Alston, Pastor Amir Ballard, Deacon George Turk, Michael Benbow, and Jonathan Bradley. Thank you to our

phenomenal band, worship leaders, psalmists, praise team, and staff musicians in all locations. Thanks to our

Youth Choir leaders Leslie Lukoma and Tiffeny Andrews and thank you to Lloyd Vaughan of Cathedral

Productions. It’s been an incredible year!

Respectfully Submitted,

Theodore J Elias, Minister of Music

The Cathedral Dance Ministry and the Cathedral Banners & Flag Ministry presented the Word of God using

dance and flags throughout the year during virtual worship services, outdoor evangelistic services, and during

special services. Like all ministries, we faced the challenges of COVID-19. However, creativity flourished

as we changed and adapted. Although unable to be together physically, the ministries embraced technological

resources and worked in conjunction with other ministries to rehearse and bless God's people. Choreography

and ministry continued to go forth as selections were captured on video, presented, and shared virtually. It

was a joy and honor to continue to serve as a source of encouragement and inspiration, enhancing the worship

experience for our viewing congregations.

Despite the pandemic, we remained connected as a ministry, both in love and in action. Through life's hills

and valleys, we celebrated each other’s accomplishments and held each other up in moments of sadness and

loss.

We welcome new members of all ages starting age 7-107 to join either division. Please send us 

an email if you are interested in joining DANCE at danceministry@thecathedral.org. and

FLAGS at blessingsdb@optonline.net.

Blessings,

Minister Sentheia McLeod



The Cathedral International Sunday School provides a welcoming Christian

environment where students – adults and children receive a solid Biblically-based 

relevant Christian education. Lessons build faith, encourage growth, and support 

the vision of the Bishop and the mission of the Church. 

Minister Sebrena Melette-Boone, Director of Christian Education

Sister Karen White, Superintendent

Sis. Monique Chester, Superintendent

Sis. Monica Almonor, Superintendent

Sis. Cecelia Hernandez, Superintendent

Throughout 2021, the Children’s and Teens Sunday School Ministry provided weekly 

instruction on lessons about Who Jesus Is, How Jesus Loves Us, the Fruits of the Spirit, 

Putting Jesus First, Hearing God’s Voice and how we Belong to God to name a few topics. 

Our classes serve pre-school, elementary, middle, and high school students from 4 years 

old to 18 years old.

Although 2021 was a year of change in how Sunday School would be taught, the ministry 

did not miss a beat! Virtual learning began where each session started with prayer, lively 

praise and worship and children volunteers leading us in the fundamentals of our faith. 

The children are then broken out into their individual classes where they are engaged 

through bible lessons, discussions, videos, and games; and a wrap-up complete with 

recognition for accomplishments, birthday ‘shoutouts’ and support in difficult times.

The children had an opportunity to serve in many capacities in 2021. During Black 

History Month, Cathedral Sunday School Students were asked to present at the Nokia 

African American Heritage Program for Murray Hill, NJ and in the “Say Their Name 

Remembrance” Tribute to black men and women who lost their lives to police violence. 

They presented on 2 books “Little Black Boy” and “Little Black Girl” by Brittany Green.

The Sunday School children performed in the Easter Pageant titled ‘He Is Risen’, 

complete with spoken word, dance, and song. After the virtual services, children and 

families were invited to a drive-thru where they were able to say hello personally to 

Bishop Hilliard and Pastor Phyllis, where over 300 Easter Goodie Bags were distributed 

to Cathedral International Children and Children in the Community.

During the holiday season the children were able to attend the 

Hallelujah Fest where all children were welcome to dress in biblical or 

positive costumes while attending service. At the end of service, over 

300 Hallelujah Goodie Bags were distributed to Cathedral International 

children and children in the Community.

Christmas on Madison Avenue 2021 was an amazing time! The children 

and families started out the extravaganza outside with live music, gifts, 

hot chocolate, and a live nativity scene complete with a petting zoo. Immediately after, the Children’s Sunday     

School participated in the ‘HOPE’ Virtual Christmas Pageant featuring musical and acting performances.
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Rev. Mother Iona Jenkins

In 2021, the Adult Sunday School studied from the books Romans: A 12-Week Study by Jared Wilson,   

Revelations: A 12-Week Study by Stephen Witmer, and Genesis: A 12-Week Study by Mitchell M. Kim. The 

students are so eager to participate, ask questions and contribute to the discussions. We are learning and 

growing together.

Minister Bill Leach

The Men’s Sunday School began the year with a video series entitled, 7 Questions that Rattle in the Minds of 

Most Men led by Brother Cranston Chester.  The questions were: 

• Where am I? • What’s my story?            • Who am I?              • Why am I here? 

• Where am I going?     • What about women?       • Who can I trust?  

Each Sunday the class would watch a topical video related to the question then breakout into small groups for 

discussion and prayer.  Guidelines were established and communicated at the beginning of each meeting to 

promote confidentiality, trust, and respect.

Participating in small group discussions provides an opportunity to share and be heard.  This led to stronger 

relationships of trust being developed amongst the men who participate in Sunday School. At the end of each 

lesson, there is an opportunity to share what was learned and what the individual planned to do differently.  

The Men’s goal is that each experience in Sunday School is transformational.

The lessons in 2021 included Dr. Tony Evans’ Kingdom Man video series which was led by Deacon Thomas 

Lukoma, which emphasized men submitting their lives under the authority of the LORD and a Biblical word 

study on the meaning of the heart. 

The Christian Education Department: Student and Adult Classes are:

- A Christ-Centered Learning Environment and Foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11)

- Based on Biblical Teaching (2 Timothy 2:15)

- Developed to Help the Students Become Biblically Sound and Grounded 

(Psalm 119:11)

- Geared Toward Focusing on Discipleship and Salvation (John 3:16)



During the past year, Cathedral Productions had the privilege and honor to

touch the lives of our members, families and friends both internally and 

externally through the use of technology. Below reflects many of 

the areas we have provided support:

1. Recorded and edited sermons each week for broadcast.

2. Recorded and edited live music content for broadcast.

3. Utilized personally owned equipment to produce and deliver video content for Sunday's 

broadcast. Thank you Nate Russell, Dave DuBois, Justin White and Lloyd Vaughan

4. Introduced high definition recording format to Cathedral International.

5. Utilize Zoom technology for Bible studies and townhall meetings.

6. Began utilizing YouTube to deliver live and prerecorded content to our viewers. Viewership increased      

by 22%.

7. Managed streaming support with Livestream and Facebook.

8. Produced video content for social media.

9. Provided audio, video and streaming support for outside Sunday services in Perth Amboy, Plainfield and 

Asbury Park.

10. Provided audio, video and streaming support for weddings, funerals and baby dedications.

11. Provided video playback on our streaming platforms from off campus location for Sunday services.

12. Produced creative video content for the Sunday School pageant and Easter services.

Thank You Cathedral Production Staff and Volunteers:

April Allen, Demetrius Bennett, Marion Bethune, Christopher Brooks, David DuBois, Andrew Joseph, 

George James, William Luster, Natalie Negron, Rev. Brian Major, Shanise Woods and Todd White.

Lloyd E. Vaughan, Jr.

Director of Cathedral Productions
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• Website Viewers  27,618

• Online Streaming Viewers 67,870

• Facebook Followers 3,919

• Facebook Live Views 11,661

• Instagram Followers 1,578

• Twitter Followers 2,520

• YouTube Subscribers  1,230

• YouTube Viewers 4,606



“Forward” was Cathedral International’s 2021 theme and Communications worked alongside pastors, leaders, 

staff, ministry heads and the congregation to effectively go forward.  Although COVID-19 was the challenge, 

2020 had taught us how “not to stop” but to “drive and go forward!” (2 Kings 4:24). As we went forward in 

2021, online engagement with our congregation and community partners was critical. Communicating 

effectively with our lead visionary, Bishop Hilliard and every ministry leader in all locations helped us to 

create a graphic guide which kept us on course and aware of every ministry activity and opportunity. 

2021 Ministry in an unprecedented pandemic called for heightened use of social media, website updates, email 

marketing, streaming services, YouTube, photography, video promotions and informed verbal communication. 

We operated the levers of all of these communication platforms to carry forth the mission of Cathedral 

International.

Min. Carole Dortch Wright, Director of Communications

Elder Leon Largie, Web Master

Pastor Jussttinn Coleman, Communications Coordinator
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Greetings in the matchless name of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ!

It is with great joy that I submit this note of accountability to Bishop Donald Hilliard, Jr.

President, the Presbytery and Cathedral International family. The following is a brief summary 

of our 2021 accomplishments and 2022 goals:

The Mercy house remained open on a weekly basis during the COVID-19 Crisis thanks

to a $25,000.00 New Jersey Pandemic Relief Fund Grant.

We were the only pantry in Perth Amboy open Monday thru Friday.

This grant we received from the Community food bank of New Jersey, enabled us to

upgrade our computers for the Mercy House.

We partnered with two organizations who provided volunteers who helped on a daily basis to service the 

community.

• The Mercy House served 2,400 families with food packages

• 7560 boxes of fruits and vegetables were given out 

• We have two volunteers who delivered to local residents 4800 food packages

• Our very own Brother Jerome Addison delivered to our Cathedral Seniors over 960 food packages 

Thanks to the generosity of our Bishop Donald Hilliard the Mercy House received the renovation of our front 

porch and steps.

The Cathedral Men's Ministry under the leadership of Brother Rob Williams donated toys to our Christmas 

giveaway where over 100 children received toys.

We  hosted a breakfast with Santa event where my family volunteered to cook and serve breakfast to the 

children and parents present.

Deacon Chris Nicholas volunteered  with various men from Cathedral to help unload our truck deliveries 

every 3rd Saturday of the month. 

Deacon Chris Nicholas also gifted the Mercy House with a new freezer.

Thanks to various benefactors we were able to  purchase four new freezers, and the renovation of the lower 

level of the Mercy house to provide more storage space.

We are currently working on renovating the 1st floor.

Special thank you to Dr. Fannie Gordon who always remembers us with a donation for the Mercy House.

Special thank you to the CDC Board, Sister Damaris Wicks and Deacon Juana Kearny for all they do to 

sustain the community outreach and services of the Mercy House.

Always Serving in Love,

Pastor Steven Excel Deaver (Presbyter)



Arnold Brown

Bertha Freeman

Christina Small

Deacon Jacqueline Davis

George Jones

Pamela Hoggard

Melissa Whitehead Brown

Valerie Love

Viola Mitter
Charles Roach 
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Cyrus Steele
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Master Hilton Rawls

Bishop George Searight
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Senior Pastor
Bishop Donald Hilliard, Jr.

Pastoral Staff

Pastor Abraham Alston
Pastor Amir Ballard
Pastor William Barlow, Sr. *
Pastor Catherine Griggs •
Pastor Phyllis Hilliard
Pastor Michael Leach
Pastor Larry McCullum
Pastor Deniece Reid
Pastor Henry Rodgers, Sr. *
Pastor Esteban Santana, III
Pastor Kevin Smallwood
Pastor Vivian Thomas McClain

Presbytery
Elder Randall Benjamin, Sr.
Elder Charles Davis
Elder Harvey Lockley
Elder Robert Mann, Sr.
Elder Phillip Merriweather
Elder Curtis Moreland
Elder Doretha Sims
Elder Kyra Smith
Elder Dwayne Trawick, Sr.
Elder Alex Wallace

Mothers
Mother Alma Barlow * 
Mother Ida Barlow (Minister) *
Mother Sharon Benjamin (Minister)
Mother Barbara Brown
Mother Patricia Chapman
Mother Shirley Davis
Mother Margaret Duren †
Mother Mary Gordon
Mother Wilhelmina Gumbs *
Mother Janice Hunter *
Mother Iona Jenkins (Reverend)
Mother Ceretta Jiles *
Mother Geraldine Burton Johnson
Mother Bernice Jones
Mother Joyce Leach
Mother Susie McKnight
Mother Millie Mitchell *
Mother Barbara Rodgers
Mother Qussie Perry *
Mother Pinkie Rodgers (Minister) *
Mother Natalie Smith
Mother Marion Thomas
Mother Brenda Woods

Diaconate
Deacon Juana Bacchus-Kearney
Deacon Majdee Baker
Deacon Yolanda Barker
Deacon Tonya Ballard
Deacon Joseph Bergen
Deacon Sheila Bergen
Deacon Brenda Boyce *
Deacon Shirley Brooks
Deacon John Broughton *
Deacon Antoinette Brown
Deacon Jessie Brown
Deacon Gale Byers
Deacon Martina Cephus *
Deacon Beverly Chrisp
Deacon Joanne Christopher-Mitchell
Deacon Ernest Coard
Deacon Jerry Coleman
Deacon Patricia Crews-Hyman
Deacon Debbie Clarke
Deacon Diane Crawford
Deacon Anthony Culpepper, Jr.
Deacon Stephanie Culpepper
Deacon Evelyn Davis
Deacon Leroy Davis
Deacon Hope DuBois *
Deacon Corliss Easton
Deacon Philip Easton
Deacon Alex Edache
Deacon Arnold Gadson
Deacon Valerie Gadson
Deacon Maria Garcia
Deacon Rebecca Garrett
Deacon James Gibbions
Deacon Derrick Guest •
Deacon Benjamin Henry
Deacon David Henry
Deacon Andreanette Hilton
Deacon Kim Hodges
Deacon La-Dana Jenkins
Deacon Cynthia Jordan
Deacon Willie Kirkland
Deacon Andrew Largie
Deacon Grace Largie
Deacon Tyrone R. Lockett †
Deacon Thomas Lukoma
Deacon Diane Norton
Deacon Dawn Nicholas
Deacon Donald Nicholas
Deacon Agness McLean • 
Deacon Jonathan McLean • 
Deacon Anthony Montgomery
Deacon Richard Ousley *
Deacon Susie Ousley *
Deacon Linda Pace
Deacon Leon Parker

Ministerium
Minister Tina Adams
Minister Charles Aniton
Minister Gwendolyn Aniton
Minister Siyan Bradley
Minister Darrin Brown
Minister Carole Dortch-Wright
Minister Donald Dixon
Minister Sharon Drayton
Minister Valerie Dupree
Minister Geneva Evans
Minister Corey Fields *
Minister Ebony Jackson *
Minister Joseph Johnson
Minister Vanessa Johnson
Minister Sherline Jones *
Minister William Leach
Minister Myrna Lloyd
Reverend Brian Major
Minister Senethia McLeod
Minister Sebrena Melette-Boone
Minister Shanick Moore Bartell *
Minister Cathy Moore-Coleman
Minister James Raphael
Minister Margaret Robinson
Minister Glinis Santana
Minister Nate Thompson
Minister Sondra Thompson
Minister Justin White

† Deceased
* Relocated
• On Leave

Diaconate
Deacon Diane Phillips
Deacon Rachel Parrish Robinson
Deacon Sarah Elaine Pretty *
Deacon Charles Pruitt
Deacon Charles Robbins
Deacon Paulette Robbins
Deacon LisaMarie Richardson Sherin •
Deacon Connell Spady *
Deacon Diane Spady †
Deacon Carolyn Speed
Deacon Faith Taylor
Deacon Valerie Trawick
Deacon George Turk
Deacon Charlene Weiss †
Deacon Francis S. Weiss, Jr. •
Deacon Neville West •
Deacon Mabel Williams †
Deacon Will Williams, Jr.
Deacon Miriam Velazquez
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